
Superior Court Judge
Andrew Peterson, Third Judicial District

MAILING ADDRESS: 825 W. 4th Ave.
 Anchorage, AK 99501
 
AGE: 53

PLACE OF BIRTH: Missoula, MT

SPOUSE’S NAME: Sara K. Peterson

CHILDREN’S NAMES: Darwin and Avery

OCCUPATION:   Superior Court Judge

LENGTH OF RESIDENCY IN ALASKA:  31 years
   
ALASKAN COMMUNITIES LIVED IN:  
Cooper Landing, 1987-2001
Anchorage, 2005 - present

EDUCATION:  
Stevensville High School
University of Alaska Anchorage 
California State University, Chico
University of San Diego School of Law

MILITARY SERVICE:  
U.S. Navy 1987-1991
 
POLITICAL AND GOVERNMENT POSITIONS:
Legislative Aide, Honorable Gary Davis, 1997
Assistant District Attorney, 2005-2006
Assistant Attorney General, 2007-2018

BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL POSITIONS:
Kenai Cache Tackle Shop, 1988-2004
Kenai River Fly Fishing, LLC, 1999-2022

SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS MEMBERSHIPS:
Alaska Bar Association
I am a member of the Statewide Jury Improvement  
Committee and the Anchorage Jury Committee, both of 
which focus on improving and modernizing the methods 
used by the Alaska Court System for selecting jurors.

SPECIAL INTERESTS:
Family activities, fishing, camping, traveling, biking 
and coaching Mighty Bikes.

STATEMENT:  
My parents, brother and I left Montana and moved 
to Alaska in 1987.  During my time in Alaska, I am 
fortunate to have graduated from the University of 
Alaska Anchorage, owned and operated a small family 
business, met my wife of 30 years, and raised our two 
children. 

Since 2018, I have had the privilege and honor of 
serving the people of Alaska as a Superior Court 
Judge.  I am committed to maintaining public trust in 
the system, applying the law, impartially weighing the 
evidence and facts, and ensuring all individuals who 
appear before me are treated fairly and with respect.  
I understand that each case is significant to the 
parties, regardless of whether it is someone’s first time 
appearing in a courtroom or not.  I believe with each 
case it is important to take the time to explain the court 
process and to give the parties, victims, and witnesses 
the opportunity for their voices to be heard.  I am deeply 
aware of the impact my decisions have on the lives of 
the parties, victims, jurors, and, in some cases, our 
community.  I do not take this aspect of my position 
lightly.  I am committed to rendering each decision after 
carefully and fully listening to the facts, arguments, and 
positions and following what the law requires. 

I will be honored if retained, and I remain committed 
to serving all Alaskans and striving to enhance and 
maintain the integrity of our court system.
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The views expressed in this statement are from the candidate and not endorsed by the Division of Elections.
The text of this statement was provided and paid for by the candidate in accordance with AS 15.58.030 and 6 AAC 25.690.
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Judge Andrew Peterson, Anchorage Superior Court
 
 

 

 
Judge Peterson was appointed to the Anchorage 
Superior Court in February of 2018. Judge 
Peterson handles civil and criminal cases. This is 
his first retention evaluation.  
 
Summary: After conducting its performance 
review, the Judicial Council determined that 
Judge Peterson met or exceeded performance 
standards on all criteria, including legal ability, 
integrity, impartiality/fairness, temperament, 
diligence, and administrative skills. The Council 
further concluded that Judge Peterson complied 
with judicial ethics standards. 
 
The Alaska Judicial Council therefore 
recommends a “yes” vote to retain Judge 
Peterson in office. 
 
Survey ratings: Attorneys who appeared before 
Judge Peterson gave him very good reviews. 
Peace and probation officers who appeared 
before him gave him excellent reviews, as did 
court employees and jurors. One juror 
commented, “The judge did fantastic particularly 
with COVID. Respectful of the jury's time. Safety 
precautions were clear and fair.” The chart shows 
some of the survey ratings received by Judge 
Peterson. Complete survey ratings are available 
at www.ajc.state.ak.us.  
 
Professional activities: The Council’s review of 
Judge Peterson’s professional activities showed 
positive contributions to the administration of 
justice and his community. Judge Peterson made 
contributions in the areas of committee service, 
teaching, community outreach and involvement, 
and youth activities. A detailed list of Judge 
Peterson’s professional and community activities 
is posted at www.ajc.state.ak.us.  

 
 
Other performance indicators: The Council 
reviewed other performance indicators for Judge 
Peterson, including financial and conflict of 
interest statements, whether pay was withheld for 
an untimely decision, how often parties 
disqualified him from cases, and appellate 
reversal rates. Judge Peterson performed well in 
these areas. 
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Attorneys, n=117

Court Employees, n=15

Peace and Probation Officers, n=16

Jurors, n=32

Justice System Professionals' Survey
Ratings for "Overall" Job Performance

for Judge A. Peterson

Rated on a scale from 5 (excellent) to 1 (poor)

*Judges are rated by different groups depending 
on caseloads. 

The Alaska Judicial Council finds  
Judge Peterson met or exceeded 

performance standards, and 
recommends a “YES” vote for  

another term in office 

Find this judge’s full performance evaluation at 
www.ajc.state.ak.us 


